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Before the treatment is undertaken, the animals should be watered and allowed to remain in the shade to avoid overheating. After the treatment, the pigs should be herded in a shady inclosure. Pregnant hogs at or very near farrowing time should never be dipped.
Several good solutions are recommended for dipping, but the best and cheapest is crude petroleum, either processed or unprocessed. The thinner it is, the better. After the vat or tank is arranged, it should be filled with water to within 18 inches of the top; add to this enough crude petroleum to form a layer of oil about 6 inches deep. This treatment is essentially the same as the medicated wallow, but does not leave anything to chance. The animals are forcibly put through the tank and there is no chance of a few escaping. One treatment is usually sufficient in mild infections.
Another popular dipping liquid is the lime-sulfur dip. This solution may be home-made, but it is usually cheaper and more satisfactory to buy it already prepared and ready for use. A druggist probably will not have it in stock, but he can order from any wholesale drug house. The directions for use will be found on the container. The lime-sulfur treatment usually requires at least four applications about a week apart. This, of course, is a decided disadvantage.
The coal-tar dips with which all farmers are familiar are not recommended for the treatment of mange.
Arsenical dip solutions may be used, but the crude petroleum is far more effective. The arsenical dip requires several dippings about a week apart. The arsenic mixture prepared especially for this purpose may be secured from any up-to-date drug-store and the directions on the label of the container followed.
Demodectic or red mange
This is an uncommon form of mange, and is considered incurable. Red mange is contagious. It is caused by a